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Steve Hurd Featured in The Australian

[image: image1.png]Blindness No Handicap In Bid To Smash TV Barriers

by Sally Jackson, first published in The Australian, 27/4/09.
SOMETHING you will eventually notice about Steve Hurd is that he's blind.
But the first thing will probably be that he's jumping out of a plane, swinging on a trapeze, racing a car, climbing a cliff, or otherwise grabbing life by the throat.

Hurd, 48, made his media debut a decade ago by parachuting into a sports oval in Wagga while conducting a live radio interview to promote Disability Awareness Week, earning him the nickname "Hurdini". 

Since then he has done all of the above stunts and more on the national community TV show No Limits, described as a magazine-style program about "the real, the outrageous, the tragic and the downright hilarious sides of living with disability". 

"I have always been the sort of person who likes to go out and do things," Hurd says, with characteristic understatement. However, he isn't without fear. His preparations for the trapeze included "having a couple of beers and making my will". 

Other people have always tried to limit Hurd to his disability, but he never has, and he isn't about to start now. 

As a child he lived in an institution for blind kids and was told his destiny was a job in a sheltered workshop. Instead, he became one of the first disabled pupils to attend a mainstream high school, got the third-highest HSC mark of his year and did law at Melbourne's Monash University. 

However, his passion is the media. Hurd was thrilled when he was named "outstanding male presenter" at community TV's Antenna Awards last month for his work on No Limits. 

It is the first time someone with a disability has taken the prize. The show, which is produced by Grit Media, received seven nominations and also won "outstanding interview program". 

"I was surprised when I was nominated and completely shocked when I won," he says. "The award proves I can not only do it, but do it well." 
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Hurd's stunts have a serious purpose. They are his unique way of teaching that people should never be defined by what they can't do. 

"If we want to get people with disabilities into mainstream programs it won't be done by me preaching about human rights," he says. "The way to integrate disability into the media is to make it interesting and exciting for the audience. 

"You make your point by being humorous and entertaining, and people get the message. As the Bruce Springsteen song says, 'Hit it in the funny bone, that's where they expect it least'." 

As well as stunts, Hurd does comedy spots that are in their own way equally brave. He has applied for a job as an astronaut and dressed up as a Rastafarian busker to sing a song called Come on Blind Man, Integrate. 

Soon he plans to swim with sharks and his dream is to undertake astronaut training. 

"That would be the ultimate," he says, "To be the first blind person in space." 

But just as big a challenge, it seems, is his goal of getting a full-time job at a mainstream media outlet. 

"I hope one day a mainstream network will use me as a co-presenter of a holiday or adventure show," he says. "Then me just being there will be a message in itself, without having to bang on about it on a soapbox." 

In the meantime, he and another TV producer are preparing to pitch a program idea to the public, commercial and pay-TV networks called Strange Days, which would follow a day in the life of ordinary people with interesting lives, some of them with disabilities. 

Although Hurd was born completely blind, an operation at the age of two give him some function in his right eye. But that sliver of sight is dwindling and will soon be gone. 

Typically, though, instead of bemoaning the unfairness, he is making the most of what he has. 

"While I have that tiny bit of sight, every night I go out and watch the sun set," he says. "That's what I try to bring out: That there is so much in life to appreciate. You should just go out there and do it."

GRIT MEDIA MENTORSHIPS 

​​​​​​​​​​​​ If you want to explore the realms of film, television, stills photography, print media, event management, video installation etc, or have ever wanted to be with a director, producer, sound engineer or other media maker at work, then please send us your completed form (see at end of this enews) – and mail it to:
GRIT MEDIA MENTORING 

GRIT MEDIA
PO Box 571 Melbourne,

VIC, 3001

Or email to:

vanessa@gritmedia.org.au
The only eligibility requirement is that you are a Member of GRIT MEDIA (its FREE see form on this website), 18 years old or over and dare to dream big.
GRIT MEDIA MENTORING... be a part of it, and be a part of history.
[image: image3.jpg]



NO LIMITS SEASON 8

Now available on DVD!!!
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Get ready to blast off into the 8th season of No Limits with Hurdini, Macca, Sara, George and newcomers Akash Temple and Michael Uniake.  Season 8 will take you on a dizzying ride through the political, the practical, the musical and the downright hysterical sides of living with disability; living being the operative word.
Also featured this season is the massive 100th episode “The Future” shot against a background of tropical fish at the Melbourne Aquarium.

To order your copy, please fill out the form at the end of this e-news and send it to:
No Limits

GRIT MEDIA

PO Box 571

 Melbourne,

VIC, 3001

Or visit the website: www.gritmedia.org.au to order your copy online!
GRIT RADIO (
Previously on Boldness …
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With special contribution by Phin Meere
Can we help you out with managing your affairs?  

Great!  So I can keep seeing my Belle/Beau without my Spouse/Partner knowing?  No, wait - I'm still Single. 

And sadly, you're on your own with this one!  But Boldness can suggest a way of managing your life if you can't, or there's no family or people that can help you.  

For those who don't know, Boldness is a community radio show, heard on Melbourne's 3CR 855AM.  Boldness focuses on Disability and Human Rights and its name reflects the front required by people with disabilities to get their human rights considered. The Boldness can be heard on the third Wednesday of every month at 6pm on 3cr 855am or via www.3cr.org.au
The last Boldness program featured an interview with Clare from the Office of the Public Advocate, about power-of-attorney and establishing a Guardian for yourself or a family member. In the wake of Anzac Day, we considered Disability and War by speaking with Rana and Tori from Legacy about their disability programs.

Don't worry if you missed it!  The best parts of April’s Boldness will be podcast from the GRIT MEDIA website and you can check it out at: http://www.gritmedia.org.au/boldcast.html 
So, if you're able, please join your co-hosts: Paul Gianni and Phineas Meere at 6pm on Wednesday, 20th May on 3CR 855AM for more Boldness, or stream it via www.3cr.org.au.
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BOLDNESS  air dates on 3CR 855AM

	Wed, 20-May, 6pm

	Wed, 17-Jun, 6pm

	Wed, 15-Jul, 6pm
	Wed, 29-Jul, 6pm

	Wed, 19-Aug, 6pm

	Wed, 16-Sep, 6pm
	Wed, 30-Sep, 6pm

	Wed, 21-Oct, 6pm

	Wed, 18-Nov, 6pm
	Wed, 16-Dec, 6pm


	Wed, 30-Dec, 6pm

	


BE ON BOLDNESS
We at Boldness radio invite you, the members of GRIT MEDIA, to send in your sound-bites, snippets, music or radio plays to potentially air on 3CR during the Boldness.  We are always on the lookout for fabulous new material from the community of people with disabilities. 
So be creative!  Be heard!  Be Bold! 

Send us your stuff on CD or in MP3 format to:

Ms Alex Grantham

BOLDNESS Producer 

GRIT MEDIA

PO Box 571 Melbourne,

VIC, 3001

Or email    
admin@gritmedia.org.au

MEMBERSHIP (
Membership of GRIT MEDIA remains the best way to find out about what we are up to… and there are plenty of people out there who STILL aren’t members of GRIT MEDIA, can you believe it? 

The only criteria for membership is your willingness to support GRIT MEDIA and our philosophy.

So if you know someone who fits the bill then get them signed up!  - It’s FREE.

Grab an application form at www.gritmedia.org.au

media mentorship information form
(Please note that all participants in this program must be 18 years or older.)

	YOUR DETAILS

	Name
	

	Address
	
	Postcode
	

	Email
	
	Phone
	

	INTERESTS

Please tick your choice below, or bold if you intend to email this form back to us (see contact details at end of form)

	TELEVISION
	FILM
	PRINT

	( Directing

( Producing

( Writing

( Editing

( Presenting

( Lighting

( Camera Operating

( Audio Engineering

( Graphics

( Production Managing

( Technical Directing

( Production Assisting

( Acting/Drama

( Casting
	( Directing

( Producing

( Director of Photography

( Lighting

( Camera Operating

( Focus Pulling

( Scriptwriting

( Assistant Directing

( Foley Artist

( Audio Engineering

( Clapper Loading

( Stills Photography

( Special Effects

( Visual FX

( Casting


	( Journalism

( Graphic Design

( Copy Writing

( Editing

( Publishing

	
	
	EVENT MANAGEMENT

	
	
	( Lighting Design

( Video Installation



	WEB
	RADIO
	OTHER

	( Website Design

( Website Management
	( Producing

( Panel Operating

( Hosting

( Audio Production


	( Marketing

( Publicity

( Sponsorship

( Stills Photography

( Web Based Art
( Video Art Installation
( Media Art
( Media Education

	Please specify the type of disability that you have and list any special requirements and/or assistance you may need with the placement, i.e. wheelchair access, support worker, sign language interpreter, etc:

	Please return this form to:

GRIT MEDIA
PO Box 571,

Melbourne,

VIC, 3001
Or email to:

mentorships@gritmedia.org.au


	


NO LIMITS - SEASON 8 SET - ORDER FORM
	YOUR DETAILS

	Name:
	

	Address:
	
	

	
	
	Postcode:
	

	Email:
	
	Phone:
	

	YOUR ORDER

	     Quantity
	     Please write the number of sets you are ordering.
	

	   Price

   (includes 

   GST)
	Please tick the price you are claiming.
	

	
	$59 individuals


	

	
	$49 members


	

	
	$69 organisations


	

	Total
	Please add all costs and write total here:
	

	Payment

Method

(Tick)
	Cheque or Money Order
To be made payable to:

Disability Media Inc

PO Box 571, Melbourne, VIC, 3001
	

	
	Direct Credit

At any National Bank:

BSB: 083-422

Account number: 226013673
	

	
	Direct Credit

At any National Bank:

BSB: 083-422

Account number: 226013673
	

	


Please return this form by email it to: admin@gritmedia.org.au
Or by mail to:

GRIT MEDIA

GPO Box 571

Melbourne, 3001













In the interests of accessibility, GRIT MEDIA uses Arial font, 11 points (or larger).


