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enews June 2007

at a time when too much news is barely enough…

NO LIMITS BACK ON AIR ~ JUNE 18TH 7.30PM C31

We are back with new episodes on Channel 31 Melbourne Monday 18th 7.30pm June; other States will follow. With new titles, set, logos and theme music this season promises to be an eclectic mix of fabulous stories, insightful investigations, amazing characters all held together by our brilliant hosts Stella Young, Sara McQueenie, Dr George Taleporos, John ‘Macca’ McKenna, Steve ‘Hurdinni’ Hurd and Mr Paul Gianni.

The first two episodes come from Adelaide’s High Beam Festival and feature the astounding Hurdinni on the trapeze, MC Frost, International guest Per Thornquist and a veritable smorgasbord of colour and movement from the festiva,l which for the first time is part of Adelaide Fringe. Episodes not to be missed follow which focus on women, transition to education, sexuality and sport, not necessarily in that order!

So tune in Mondays at 7.30pm on C31 from the 18th June and if you miss it (can’t see why you would) watch an encore performance on Wednesdays at 3pm. You can check the gig guide at www.c31.org.au and at www.nolimits.org.au
NO LIMITS WINS TWO ANTENNAS

The Antennas are national awards that commend excellence in community television and No Limits is awarded again for some incredible shows from 2006 under the direction of Rob Ball and the team. 

We won two of three nominations:

· Best Living and Learning Program

· Best Program that Promotes Harmony, Community and Diversity

While we were nominated for Program of the Year, we congratulate ‘SignPost’, created by the Australian Deaf Community, who is their first year have snagged the coveted Program of the Year Award, however we put them on notice for next year. You can check out pictures of Sara and Macca presenting awards at The Antennas at www.c31.org.au
GRIT MEDIA SYMPOSIUM

On Friday July 20th 1pm - 5pm at the ABC Iwaki Auditorium Southbank Grit Media goes to work examining, dissecting and discussing the images of disability in the media and supporting the essential social change required to move issues of disability into the mainstream; to motivate society to view disability as a human rights issue rather than problems faced by individuals. Come along and hear from media industry professionals, academics and passionate activists while we record a live No Limits episode to screen later tin the year. 

The line up of guests will be sorted shortly and the No Limits team is looking forward to entertaining a live studio audience, so come along to be part of it. Tickets will be on sale soon, and will be cheaper for Grit Media (aka Disability Media Inc) Members so go to www.gritmedia.org,au and join up, it’s free, it’s informative and it’s essential.

MEMBERSHIP CHALLENGE

Out current memberships are sitting at about 100, which is fabulous, however we have an aim of 200 by the end of June and 500 by the end of September, so do your best to crank up membership by telling your family, friends, work colleagues, your postie and mechanic; anyone with an interest in dynamic people with passion about the media and making a great difference. Grab an application form at www.gritmedia.com.au
PRODUCTION STUDIO MOVES

The No Limits production studio was bulging at the seams with a new editor, Larry Lawson and a new series producer, Erin McCuskey, returning Assistant Editor Peter Johnstone, and training for volunteers in postproduction. With the new season beginning Monday 18th June postproduction time and space is premium as is getting out all the news and developing story ideas.

We didn’t move far, from level 3 to Level 1 Ross House 247 Flinders Lane, Melbourne. We now have a window, facing a brick wall but it is still glass, meeting space and comfortable seating. The No Limits set is also here as are our awards proudly displayed for all and sundry. So if you feel you are sundry and would like to drop in to check it out, please feel free, and you can sign a membership form here too.

MARKET RESEARCH

Grit Media needs to know who is watching No Limits, who isn’t and why not. We need to know what you want to watch and listen to and how you currently use the media and how you think we achieve the social change we desire. If you can fill in a market research form for us that would go a long way to creating the kind of research we need to focus government attention on issue of disability and universal design and start to seriously focus on the media as a career path for people with disabilities but also to more accurately reflect our society.

Do you know any good examples of people with disabilities currently on our screens, or possibly some bad ones (tongue firmly in cheek)? The Australian Business Arts Foundation has given us a lot of support to find business professionals to help us with our research, now we need to hear from you. Please fill in a form at www.gritmedia.com.au
HURDINNI FLIES OVER MELBOURNE

Monday morning the 18th June at some ungodly hour (weather permitting) Hurdinni will be flying above Melbourne in a Balloon Sunrise hot air balloon to be the White Cain in the sky for traffic reporting.  Steve Hurd is no stranger to overcoming limitations, born completely blind; he was one of the very first people to be integrated into the state high school system.  While some teachers thought he could never get past year 10, Steve said “I had a real laugh about that on the day I got my law degree”. 

He has skydived into sporting arenas, been hang gliding and even driven a car at 120KPH down the main straight of Sandown Raceway. When asked if he is a daredevil, he said, “I am rather a dare Demon” as he is a fanatical supporter of the Melbourne football team, a true sporting man. He has been dared this year to trapeze flying; car racing and may very well end up flying a light plane.  Tune in to No Limits Mondays 7.30pm from June 18th to catch this daredevil, go on we dare you!

NATIONAL RADIO PILOT

Grit Media is currently seeking work samples to develop a radio show that will go national later this year. The team behind ‘The Lovelorns’ Janice Florence and Trevor Dunn have developed an hilarious new radio serial, Radio Cool in Adelaide have submitted some work and we are asking all you audiophiles out there to submit your work to us to support the development of a pilot. We are looking for interesting, funny, investigative, interesting, musical, talk and discussion, it can be around issues of disability or not. So send us in three minutes of your best work (you must be the copyright holder) if you are interested. We can support you to record your piece or train you to record your own, so no excuses! We are also really keen to create some new pilots for TV so send in your ideas asap to disabilitymedia@yum.vic.edu.au
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